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HIP-HOP EDUCATION CENTER PARTNERS WITH COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY’S INSTITUTE FOR URBAN AND MINORITY EDUCATION AT
TEACHERS COLLEGE

(NEW YORK, May 1, 2012) — In 2010, New York University’s Metropolitan Center for
Urban Education (Metro Center) in collaboration with the Hip-Hop Association helped
launch the Hip-Hop Education Center (HHEC). Founded and directed by community
organizer, educator and social entrepreneur Martha Diaz, HHEC was developed as a
social enterprise solution’s model to cultivate and develop Hip-Hop scholars, teaching
artists, cultural workers, activists and social entrepreneurs to professionalize the field of
Hip-Hop Education.

NYU’s Metro Center and HHEC collaborated on the first national research project
identifying Hip-Hop-based education courses and programs in middle schools, high
schools, after-school programs and institutions of higher learning. As a result, Re-
Imagining Teaching and Learning: A Snapshot of Hip-Hop Education Report and The
World IS Yours: A Brief History of Hip-Hop Education companion narrative were
published in November 2011.

“The Metro Center has been committed to advancing education reform through research
and innovative teaching methods. Working with HHEC and Ms. Diaz has been an
organic process which continues to connect us to particular work in the classroom and
the community.” Pedro Noguera, Director, Metro Center

The HHEC is pleased to announce a second partnership with an institution of higher
learning, Columbia University’s Institute for Urban and Minority Education (IUME). The
IUME partnership will support and build upon HHEC’s research and think tank initiatives.
One of the main goals of the collaboration is to develop a teaching certificate for
teaching artists, in-service teachers, and students of education using Hip-Hop in the
classroom and extended-day programs. In addition, HHEC and Columbia’s IUME will
incubate two Scholars-in-Residence and the Hip-Hop history archival project.

“At a time when schools are disengaging so many of our youth the HHEC provides a
unique opportunity to make connections between a vibrant youth cultural practice and
transformative models of education. We are excited to partner with HHEC and Ms. Diaz,
a dynamic educator, scholar, and advocate, to bring Hip-Hop education to New York City
Schools and, eventually, to schools and programs across the nation.” Ernest Morrell,
Director, IUME

The partnership with IUME is a natural progression as more institutions of higher
learning see the value of Hip-Hop culture as part of American history, knowledge
(re)production, and a tool for innovation and social change. We’re elated to work with Dr.
Ernest Morrell and his team. For nearly twenty years Dr. Morrell’s research has focused
on drawing upon youth’s interest in popular culture and participatory media technologies
to increase motivation and to promote academic literacy development, civic engagement
and college access.” Martha Diaz, Director, HHEC
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About HHEC

The Hip-Hop Education Center (HHEC) cultivates and develops Hip-Hop scholars,
teaching artists, activists, and social entrepreneurs in the effort to professionalize the
field of Hip-Hop Education and inform the larger education sector. It achieves this
through qualitative and quantitative research, program evaluation, community outreach
and programming, teacher training and placement, policy development, advocacy,
archiving, and social enterprising.

www.hiphopeducation.org

About Metro Center

The Metropolitan Center for Urban Education (Metro Center) is a comprehensive,
university-based center that focuses on educational research, policy, and practice. The
Metro Center is a partner and resource at the local and national levels in strengthening
and improving access, opportunity, and the quality of education in our schools. Our
mission is to target issues related to educational equity by providing leadership and
support to students, parents, teachers, administrators, and policy makers. For 40 years,
the Metro Center has been a transformational force inspiring positive change in schools,
districts, and regions across the country. http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter

About IUME

The Institute for Urban and Minority Education (IUME) was created in 1973 to serve the
interests of those students who are often hidden, disregarded, or underestimated.
IUME’s mission is to use research and practice to illustrate the most promising practices
in schools and out-of-school settings where youth are learning powerfully and feeling
good about themselves while doing so. IUME is also interested in rethinking the way we
conduct research as well as how we often perceive those populations who are the focus
of research in urban education. Through work with university based researchers,
classroom teachers, students, parents, community advocates and elected officials they
hope to create networks committed to the relentless pursuit of educational excellence.
http://iume.tc.columbia.edu/index.asp
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